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Mr. Naven read a letter of objection from Marcia Hildebrand (Exhibit 3). 

Mr. Naven read a letter of objection from Timothy Tobin (Exhibit 4). 

Mr. Naven read a letter of objection from Douglas Barker (Exhibit 5). 

Mr. Naven read a letter of objection from Roberta Parks (Exhibit 6). 

Mr. Driscoll clarified that this is an existing business located on Washington Street. Mr. Driscoll stated that 
the City has no record of complaints on file for this business at its current location.   

With no further public testimony, public hearing was closed at 2:36 pm. 

Commissioner Heard read the Findings of Fact. 

Commissioner Barry suggested that some of the Findings of Fact may be problematic due to a lack of data. 

Chairperson Wiesehan stated that he tends to agree with Commissioner Barry.  

Motion:  
Commissioner Martin made a motion to approve with staff recommendations; seconded by Commissioner 
Heard. 

Commissioner Unes stated that a few of the statements in the Findings of Fact are not fulfilled and 
expressed concern over the lack of neighbors present at the hearing. 

Commissioner Heard stated that the subject property is not attached to residential units. Commissioner 
Heard stated that the banquet hall was open much later than what is being proposed for the new tenet.  

Commissioner Barry objected to the request, stating that because the community has put tremendous effort 
into revitalizing the area for people-friendly uses, not light manufacturing.   

Chairperson Wiesehan stated that he cannot support this request because the goal is to attract people to 
this area through entertainment and residential development.  

The motion was denied by viva voce vote 2 to 3.  
Yay: Brandon Martin and Eric Heard – 2. 

Nay: Mike Wiesehan, Edward Barry, and Richard Unes – 3. 

Commissioner Unes stated that any of the three Commissioners that opposed the request have the 
opportunity to make a new motion to deny.  

Commissioner Barry made a motion to deny; seconded by Commissioner Unes. 

The motion was approved by viva voce vote 3 to 2.  
Yay: Mike Wiesehan, Edward Barry, and Richard Unes – 3. 

Nay: Brandon Martin and Eric Heard – 2. 

PZ 1180-2023 - Deferred from January meeting 
Hold a Public Hearing and forward a recommendation to City Council on the request of Jason Hawksworth 
of Hawk-Attollo LLC, on behalf of Petersen Health System Inc, to obtain a Special Use in a Class R-3 (Single-
Family Residential) District for a Solar Utility Facility for the property located at 3901 W Reservoir Blvd 
(Parcel Identification No. 13-25-177-002), Peoria IL (Council District 4). 

Leah Allison
Arrow
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Urban Planner, Julia Hertaus, Community Development Department, read the case into the record and 
summarized the request to obtain a special use for a solar utility facility.  

Chairperson Wiesehan asked if all requested documents from the January meeting were received, 

Ms. Hertaus said yes.  

Jason Hawksworth, petitioner, was present and provided a review of the plan for the subject property. 

Based on the glare study, Mr. Hawksworth stated that there will be zero glare impact to the neighboring 

residents. Mr. Hawksworth stated his objection to the sidewalk requirement.  

Commissioner Barry inquired on the missing page from the packet.  

Mr. Hawksworth explained that the missing page details the methodology of the glare study.  

The Commission requested to see the missing page.  

Ms. Hertaus read the contents of the missing page (Exhibit 7).  

Chairperson Wiesehan opened the public hearing at 3:13 pm. 

Unes asked Paul Kluber if his testimony will be different than his testimony at the January meeting. 

Mr. Kluber said yes. 

Mr. Kluber recounted his conversation with Ameren in which they stated the power system is old and in 
need of repair. Mr. Kluber stated that there are multiple examples of anti-reflective coating that have glare 
(Exhibit 8). Mr. Kluber stated that a height and tree density requirement would mitigate the glare issue.  

Carolyn Jarosz objected to the request because she lives in an all-electric unit and Ameren acknowledged 
that the infrastructure is unreliable and requires updating. Ms. Jarosz suggested updating the infrastructure 
before starting this project.  

Discussion was held between Chairperson Wiesehan and Mr. Kluber regarding Mr. Kluber’s conversations 
with Ameren and how Ameren said they will help update the infrastructure.  

Demarcus Hamilton objected to the request because of the impact it will have on the surrounding residents. 
Mr. Hamilton expressed concern over the view and property values.  

Monica Orr objected to the request and provided photos demonstrating how close the solar farm will be to 
her backyard (Exhibit 9).  

Chairperson Wiesehan asked Ms. Orr is there is a drop off from her backyard. 

Ms. Orr said yes, but the drop off is small enough that she can walk down it. 

Mr. Hawksworth clarified that Ameren repairs are outside of his scope, but they may be responsible for 
some of the upgrades. Mr. Hawksworth stated that the solar farm will not impact the existing infrastructure 
because mechanical failures, rather than the movement of electrons, cause power outages.  

Chairperson Wiesehan asked for clarification on what he has been told by Ameren. 
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Mr. Hawksworth stated that there will be no issues according to Ameren, but that Ameren has not yet 
clarified whether or not upgrades are needed. Upon approval of the special use, further studies with 
Ameren would need to be completed to know the full scope of any updates needed and what Hawk-Attollo 
LLC would be responsible for. 

Mr. Hawksworth stated that they will plant trees that are tall enough to minimize the glare but not so tall 
that they obstruct the view.  

With no further public testimony, public hearing was closed at 3:35 pm. 

Commissioner Heard read the Findings of Fact. 

Motion: 
Commissioner Unes made motion to deny; seconded by Commissioner Heard. 

Commissioner Barry stated that he appreciates the additional information, but this is an unideal location 
and that he remains unconvinced that there will be no detriment to the nearby residents.  

Commissioner Unes stated that he would like an agreement with Ameren to determine the upgrades that 
may be needed.  

Commissioner Heard stated that more involvement from Ameren would have created a more complete 
presentation to determine the impact on nearby residents.  

The motion was approved unanimously by viva voce vote 5 to 0. 

CITIZENS' OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION 

There were no citizen requests to address the Commission. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Commissioner Heard made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Martin at approximately 
3:42 PM.  

The motion was approved unanimously by viva voce vote 5 to 0. 
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