MEMORANDUM

TO: Leah Allison, Community Development
Officer Kevin Slavens, Police - TOU
Lt. Jaren Ginglen, Police - Traffic Division
Fire Engineer Charlie Perrin, Fire Prevention Division
Leigha Adelsberger, Accounts Receivable Supervisor
Mayor Rita Ali, Liquor Commissioner
Denise Jackson, Council Member
Chrissie Kapustka, Interim Corporation Counsel

FROM: Trina D. Bonds, Chief Deputy City Clerk/Deputy Town Clerk
Liquor Commission Secretary

DATE: September 6, 2022

SUBJECT: SITE APPLICATION: Case: 22-21
Empire Lounge, LLC
d/b/a Empire Lounge
3033 N. Sterling
Requesting: Class B-1 (Restaurant, 25% food)
Subclass 1A (2:00 am closing Thur, Fri & Sat)
Subclass 2 (live entertainment)

The City Liquor Commission has received the attached application for consideration and would like to go
before the Commission for a Public Hearing on Monday, October 3, 2022. Contact person for this application
is Brandon Sims @ (901-871-7603) or John Sims @ (309-472-7978) if you have questions or need to make
arrangements to inspect the interior of the building.

Your comments are DUE: Septe—"3- "7, 2022 so | can forward them to the Commissioners.

oning classification/comments
olice inspection/comments
o Traffic inspections/comments
=~ “ode inspections/comments
re Safety inspection/comments
ccounts-fines/liens, etc. outstanding/comments
Q Any comments concerning any aspect of the application.

Thanks!
Trina (ext. 8566)
City Clerk’s Office





















Trina Bonds

From: Leigha Adelsberger

Sent: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 3:48 PM
To: Trina Bonds

Subject: RE: Case 22-21/ Empire Lounge

Hi Trina,

I may have also already done this one, but there are no outstanding balances for this owner.
Thank you,
Leigha Adelsberger

City of Peoria, llinois
Office of Accounts Receivable

PEORIA



PEORIA  cumonmiomen

September 8, 2022

City of Peoria, Liquor Commission
Office of the Corporation Counsel
City of Peoria, lllinois

RE: Case 22-21
Empire Lounge, LLC
d/b/a Empire Lounge
3033 N Sterling Ave

Requesting: Class B-1 (Restaurant, 25% Food)
Subclass 1A (2:00 am closing Thur, Fri & Sat)
Subclass 2 (Live Entertainment)

Dear Commissioners:

Building and Zoning staff from the Community Development Department have reviewed
the above listed request. The following is @ summary of the results:

1. The property is currently zoned C2 (Large Scale Commercial) District. Restaurants
and Indoor Entertainment Facilities are permitted within this zoning district.
2. All work must adhere to the lllinois Building Codes and llinois Accessibility Codes.

The Community Development Department does not object to the requested liquor license
subject to issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy.

Sincerely,
Ak Qs

Leah Allison
Assistant Director

419 Fulton St, Room 300, Peoria, IL §1602-1220
Phone 309.494.8600 Fax 309.494.8680
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Fire Department

September 22, 2022

Liquor Commission
Office of Corporation Counsel
City of Peoria, IL

Re:  Site Approval Application

Case; 22-21

Empire Lounge, LLC

d/b/a Empire Lounge

3033 N Sterling Ave

Requesting: Class B-1 (restaurant, 25% food)
Subclass 1A (2:00am closing Thur, Fri, & Sat)
Subclass 2

Liquor Commissioners,

The above mentioned business has not completed interior remodel. This business will be
required to meet all applicable fire and life safety codes prior to occupancy.

Your mutual concern for life safety is appreciated.

Qi C s

Engineer Charles A. Perrin

Fire Inspector, Fire Prevention Division
Peoria Fire Department

309.494.8735 -0

309.494.8777 - f
CPerrin@peoriagov.or

505 NE Monroe

Peoria, llinois 61603-3767
309/494-8700

FAX 309/494/8777




PEORIA POLICE DEPARTMENT

September 27, 2022

City of Peoria, Liquor Commission
Office of Corporation Counsel
City of Peoria, lllinois

RE: Site Approval Application #22-21
Empire Lounge, LLC
d/b/a Empire Lounge
3033 N. Sterling Ave.
Requesting: Class B-1 (restaurant, 25% food)
Subclass 1A (2:00 a.m. closing)
Subclass 2 (live entertainment)

Dear Commissioners,

A site application has been received from Empire Lounge, LLC, d/b/a Empire Lounge, 3033 N. Sterling
Ave., Peoria, lllinois for a Class B-1, Subclass 1A and Subclass 2 liquor license. Approval of this
application wouid allow the applicant to operate as a restaurant with full bar service, have a 2:00 a.m.
close on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays and host live entertainment at this location.

Officer Kevin Slavens inspected the site which is located in the Wardcliffe Shopping Center on the corner
of Sterling Avenue and Forrest Hill Avenue. This site neighbors numerous other businesses and
commercial establishments. There is nearby single-family and multi-family residential neighborhoods in
all directions from this site.

Officer Slavens met with Mr. John Sims, restaurant manager, and Mr. Mark Rosenberg, property manager
of the Wardcliffe Shopping Center. Mr. Sims showed Officer Slavens the current vacant buitding space
and where he plans to build the bar, stage, humidor, kitchen, restrooms, and restaurant seating area, for
this new proposed establishment. There is ample parking available for this proposed site and there are
no traffic issues raised with this application.

The Peoria Police Department has historically recommended approva! of restaurant site requests, and
this application will be no different. Aithough, the Peoria Police Department does have some concems
with the applicant's request for a Subclass 1A liquor license, as this application appears to be more of a
bar / tavern than a restaurant, and with no prior operating history as liquor licensed establishment the
police department cannot support the request for a 2:00 a.m. close for a new establishment at this time.
In most Subclass 1A site approval cases, the applicants that request a 2:00 a.m. ciose have been
licensed and in business for a discernable amount time before making application for a Subclass 1A
request. Just in the last seven months, this liquor commission heard site applications #22-07 and #22-20
requesting a 2:00 a.m. close, both of those applicants had been operating as a liquor licensed
establishment for several years before making a site application for their Subclass 1A liquor license.

Furthermore, the Peoria Police Department has frequently advised this liquor commission over the last
few years in previous site approval application letters of the extreme high volume of police calls for
service throunhaut the city. From January 1, 2022 to July 31, 2022 the Peoria Police Department
resnon  |t¢  !,973 police calis for service throughout the city. This proposed site resides in police
dit  t13, one of the busiest “Richwoods Districts” in the city, with officers responding to 4,719 police
calls for service during these seven months.

600 S. W. Adams Street

Peoria, IL 61602-1592

Phone 309.494.8300




PEORIA POLICE DEPARTMENT

City of Peonia, Liquor Commission
September 27, 2022
Page 2

included with this site approval letter is a City of Peoria Police Department “police district’ map. The
“Richwoods” police districts are 13 through 19. During the late-night, early morning weekend hours, it is
quite common for these Richwoods patrol officers to be reallocated to police district 1 to assist with the
large downtown crowds, as well as handling other calls for service throughout the rest of the city. The
Peoria Police Department strongly believes that the approval of a Subclass 1A liquor license at this time
would be challenging to say the least due to depleted police staffing issues, as well as for those police
officers assigned and working in and around this district on the weekends during 3™ shift hours.

Accordingly, The Peoria Police Department has no objections to the site approval requests for a Class
B-1 and Subclass 2 liquor license but would recommend that the applicant re-submit a site approval
application for the Subclass 1A liquor license after being in business for at least one year.

EE/ks

cc: City Clerk
Corporation Counsel

600 S. W. Adams t
Peoria, IL 61602-1
Phone 309.494.8300






NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Liquor Commission- of the City of Peoria, lllindis will hold a Public Hearing on:an--
application of a Class-_B-1 - Subelass _2,12-Liquor License for the following described property.

EMPIRE LOUNGE, LLC D/B/A EMPIRE LOUNGE
(name of establishment)

3033 N. STERLING
(address)

FOR USE AS:

REQUEST FOR A CLASS B-1 (RESTAURANT, 507 FOOD)

LIQUOR LICENSE WITH A SUBCLASS 2 (LIVE ENTERTAINMENT)
AND A SUBCLASS 1A (2:00 AM CLOSING HOURS THUR, FRI & SAT).

The Hearing will be held on MONDAY - OCTOBER 3, 2022 4, Room 404 at City

Hall, 419 Fulton Street, Peoria, lllinois at 3:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the item can be
heard.

Because the proposed location is within 300 feet of the premises owned or occupied by
you, you may wish to attend this Hearing. '

Objections may be heard at the meeting or submitted in writing to the Secretary of the
Liquor Commission, City Hall, 419 Fulton, Room 401, Peoria, IL 61602.

Information concerning the application is available in the City Clerk’s Office, )
i 401, orby lir the! retary of the Liquor ~ wnmission at (37"« ~ 1-8566. I !
that certain information is restricted under the requirements of the Freedc  of Information

Act.
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