ORDINANCE NO. 17,717

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 20 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF
PEORIA BY DELETING SECTION 20-112 PERTAINING TO POSSESSION OF
CANNABIS OR DRUG PARAPHERNALIA

WHEREAS, the City of Peoria is a home rule unit of government pursuant to Article
VII, Section 6 of the Constitution of the State of Illinois 1970, and may exercise any power and
perform any function pertaining to its government and affairs;

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Peoria has the authority to adopt ordinances
and to promulgate rules and regulations that pertain to its government and affairs and protect the
public health, safety and welfare of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, on August 1, 2013, Illinois enacted Public Act 98-0122, the Compassionate
Use of Medical Cannabis Pilot Program Act, allowing persons diagnosed with a qualifying
medical condition to register with the Illinois Department of Public Health to obtain access to
cannabis for medical use; and

WHEREAS, prior to July 29, 2016, except for those duly registered with the Illinois
Department of Public Health under the Compassionate use of Medical Cannabis Pilot Program
Act, possession of up to 10 grams of cannabis was a Class B misdemeanor that was punishable
by up to six months in jail and fines up to $1,500 and possession of drug paraphernalia was a

Class A misdemeanor punishable by up to one year of imprisonment and a fine between $750
and $2500; and

WHEREAS, on July .29, 2016 Public Act 99-0697 amended the Cannabis Control Act,
720 ILCS 550/1 et. seq. and the Drug Paraphernalia Control Act, 720 ILCS 600/1 et. seq.,
effectively making possession of cannabis of less than 10 grams and the possession of drug
paraphernalia seized relating to an offense of possession of cannabis less than 10 grams, a civil
law violation with a fine only penalty; and

WHEREAS, in response to Public Act 99-0697 the City adopted Ordinance No. 17,463
pursuant to its home rule powers and the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/1-2.1-1 et. seq.,
authorizing a home rule municipality to provide administrative adjudication for prosecution of
certain ordinance violations; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 17,463 created Section 20-112 (Possession of cannabis or
drug paraphernalia) of the Code of the City of Peoria for the administrative adjudication of
possession of cannabis of less than ten (10) grams of cannabis and the possession of drug
paraphernalia seized relating to that offense; and

WHEREAS, as of January 1, 2020, Public Act 100-0027 (Cannabis Regulation and Tax
Act) will allow adults over the age of 21 to possess up to 30 grams of cannabis if they are Illinois
residents and 15 grams of cannabis for non-residents; and

WHEREAS, Public Act 100-0027 will render Section 20-112 of the Code of the City of
Peoria null and void for possession of cannabis for adults over the age of 21; and
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WHEREAS, Public Act 100-0027 would only allow the City to pursue violations
through administrative adjudication against individuals between the ages of 18 and 21; and

WHEREAS, the City has determined that it is not economically or logistically feasible to
run an administrative adjudication system strictly limited to ordinance tickets issued to
individuals between the ages of 18 and 21; and

WHEREAS, there is nothing about the repeal of Ordinance No. 17, 463 that would
prevent the Peoria Police Department from issuing citations under the Illinois Compiled Statutes
for anyone violating the Cannabis Control Act, 720 ILCS 550/1 et. seq. or the Drug
Paraphernalia Control Act, 720 ILCS 600/1 et. seq.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS, as follows:

Section 1: Chapter 20 (Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions) of the Code of the
City of Peoria is hereby amended by deleting the stricken language and adding the underlined
language as follows:
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Section 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect immediately after its
passage and publication.

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS this
_ g8ty dayof OCTOBER ,2019.

AYES: ALI, CYR, GRAYEB, JENSEN, KELLY, MONTELONGO, MOORE, OYLER,
RIGGENBACH, RUCKRIEGEL, MAYOR ARDIS - 11

NAYS: NONE

ABSENT: NONE
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APPROVED:

<30Iy

U Jim Ardis, Mayor

ATTEST

Beth‘f;au City_ Clerk S

EXAMINED AND APPROVED:

Doreld &

Donald B. Leist, Corporation Counsel




