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Image of existing Peoria Riverfront Park on title page of presentation



PEORIA RIVERFRONT

Map of Peoria Riverfront with red dashed line demarcating the project area. 
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RIVERFRONT VILLAGE STRUCTURE

Top left image of the Riverfront Village Structure before being demolished. Top 

middle and right images of the demolition. Bottom image of a rendered plan showing 

a 2018 design.
2018 preliminary plans after demolition
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT TIMELINE

3. Columns labeled with years 2017 through 2023 highlighting stages of public engagement.

• May 
Riverfront 
Village 
Survey

• May 
Riverfront 
Village 
structure 
demolition

2017

• May Public 
Meeting

• May CAG* 
Meeting 1

• July CAG* 
Meeting 2

• September CAG* 
Meeting 3

• October 
Stakeholder 
Meeting

• November  
Stakeholder 
Meeting

2018

• April 
Public 
Meeting 
Charette

• August 
CAG* 
Meeting 
4

2019

• February 
Meeting 
with City

2020

• Fall 
Meeting 
with 
Riverfront 
Business 
and 
Farmer’s 
Market

• December 
Meeting 

2021

• January 
Meeting with 
City

• February 
Meeting with 
Elected 
Officials

• April 
Stakeholder 
Meeting

• May 
Stakeholder 
Meeting

• June Parking 
Review

• September 
Meeting with 
City

2022

• February 
Farmer’s 
Market 
Parking

• April Farmer’s 
Market Layout

• June 
Banner/Public 
Safety

2023

*CAG (Community Advisory Group)



RESILIENCY

LAND WATER HABITAT
MATERIALS 
& WASTE

CARBON, 
ENERGY, & 

AIR QUALITY
SOCIAL ECONOMIC

• Land 

efficiency / 

preservation

• New land 

dedicated to 

open space

• Open space 

dedicated for 

pedestrians

• Stormwater 

management

• Water 

conservation

• Water quality

• Flood 

protection

• Habitat 

creation, 

preservation, 

& restoration

• Habitat 

quality

• Population & 

species 

richness

• Reused & 

recycled 

materials

• Waste 

reduction / 

management

• Energy use / 

efficiency

• Air quality

• Temperature 

& urban heat 

island effect

• Carbon 

sequestration 

& avoidance

• Recreationa

l & social 

value

• Cultural 

preservation

• Health & 

well-being

• Safety / 

security

• Scenic 

quality & 

views

• Access & 

equality

• Operations & 

maintenance 

plan

• Job creation

• Visitor 

spending

• Increased 

downtown 

tax revenue

• Economic 

development 

potential



PEORIA RIVERFRONT PROGRAM

Bubble diagram over an aerial image of the riverfront park. Labeling areas for 

move/play/interact/reflect/festival. Arrows used to indicate access and movement to and within site.
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PEORIA RIVERFRONT PROGRAM

Bubble diagram showing specific use areas in design for park as well as access to the park and key entry 

locations.

active

dog 

park
commercial

barge park

parking

play front porch

enlarged marina

river edge
floating 

gardens

art + sound

plaza

festival 

grounds

ecologic 

restoration

interactive

plaza

river

front

plaza

shared

parking

riverfront

museum

primary

entry
key

entry
key

entry

key

entry flood 

protection gray zone

promenade 

green space

trail 

connection

farmer’s market / 

parking

great lawn

Peoria_Program.jpg


PEORIA’S NEW RIVERFRONT PARK

Color rendered site plan for the design, with labels of sections of use.
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PEORIA’S NEW RIVERFRONT PARK

Color rendered site plan for the design, with labels of sections of use.
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‘INTERACT + PLAY’ ENLARGEMENT VIEW

Enlargement of ‘interact + play’ section showing the section of park including a playground, the River Station 

Playground Expanded
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GREAT LAWN & RIVER’S EDGE BIRD’S EYE VIEW

Accessible viewing steps provides new interaction for the River Walk Esplanade experience.



RIVER’S EDGE VIEW

Steps and seating create a unique space for viewing the river and lounging spaces at the river’s edge.



FLEXIBLE RIVER PLAZA VIEW

The expanded River Plaza is a flexible space that accommodates expanded parking and market/event 
space. The planters and picnic tables on rails allow the flexibility to be pedestrian or event space.



RIVER PLAZA WITH FARMERS MARKET VIEW

With the planters and picnic tables moved clear, the River Plaza transforms into a Market or event space 
for the Great Lawn.



FLEXIBLE RIVER PLAZA TABLES OUT

Diagram shows River Plaza with planters 
and picnic benches in use by pedestrians 
and adjacent to the parking area.



FLEXIBLE RIVER PLAZA TABLES IN

Diagram shows River Plaza with picnic 
benches moved to the edge to allow 
access for the event use.



SWING SEATING AT GREAT LAWN VIEW

Swing seating overlooking the river provides new recreational opportunities and gathering locations.



CLOCK TOWER PLAZA VIEW

The Main Street Entrance with new plantings, granite paving, and fountain serves as the primary 

celebration and entrance to Peoria’s River Walk Esplanade. 



CLOCK TOWER PLAZA VIEW

A reimagined plaza is the cornerstone of the Main Street Entrance to the Riverfront Park. The new granite 

monuments and fountain form a new memorial display.



‘REFLECT’ ENLARGEMENT PLAN

Enlargement 

showing the ‘reflect’ 

section including an 

art + sound garden, 

interactive water 

feature, and 

Gateway Building.
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ART + SOUND GARDEN VIEW

Arts in the Park is a collaboration with the local arts community to showcase rotating art pieces and to tell 
the history and culture of Peoria.



INTERACTIVE FOUNTAIN VIEW

The Gateway Center Interactive fountain with lighting.



‘FESTIVAL’ ENLARGEMENT PLAN

Enlargement plan 

showing the 

‘festival’ section 

composed of the 

festival grounds 

space and band 

shell.
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BAND SHELL VIEW

The Festival Lawn houses larger regional shows and community performance shell/stage for local family-
oriented events. 



‘MOVE’ ENLARGEMENT PLAN

Enlargem

ent plan 

showing 

the ‘move’ 

section, 

including 

the dog 

park, 

various 

sports 

courts 

and 

spaces, 

adult 

fitness, 

and a 

Barge 

Park that 

connects 

the far 

end of the 

site to the 

middle, 

bypassing 

the 

private 

buildings 

that 

interrupt 

flow on 

the site.
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PLAYGROUND VIEW

New feature interactive and creative playground.



BARGE PARK VIEW

The Barge Park connects the River Walk Esplanade from the Murray Baker Bridge to the Bob Michel 
Bridge over a floating park terrace.



ADULT OUTDOOR FITNESS STATION

Outdoor fitness station will allow for a range of exercises for adult users at the Riverfront.



BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF PEORIA RIVERFRONT PARK

Bird’s eye view image of the proposed park.



FLOOD WALL PROTECTION

Aerial image showing the riverfront and identifying various flood protection elements. A red dashed is show around the 
Depot Building and at the location where a floating breakwater and wave attenuation wall are located.
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FLOOD WALL PROTECTION

The images are the preliminary breakwater concept plan and details. The plans have the floating 
breakwater and wave attenuator east of the Gateway Building. The details demonstrate the floating pier 



FLOOD WALL PROTECTION

The floodwall closure is an application wherein the overall flood protection system mainly comprises a wall 
or earth levee, and the movable flood wall planks drop in a short span to close the system.



EXISTING PARKING INVENTORY

Diagram of an aerial plan of the Riverfront 
Park and three blocks north. Graphics are 
used to indicate parking (public, flexible, 
and private) within 5-minute walking 
distance to the park. Numbers are provided 
on each parking area and are totaled in a 
table.

Overall 5 Min. Walk Zone

Parking Type

Public Street Parking 525

Flexible Parking Structure 2,185

Riverfront Parking 567

Total ±3,277

Qty.
Public Street Parking

Flexible Parking Structure

Private Parking

Riverfront Parking

Project Limits

Study Area



PARKING STUDY – RIVERFRONT PARKING

Diagram enlargement of the previous parking study showing 
the Riverfront parking. Parking areas are broken into zones 1 
through 7 and each section’s parking is highlighted and 
labeled with the quantity.

Riverfront Parking Count

Parking Zone

Zone 1

Zone 2

Zone 3

Zone 4

Zone 5**

Zone 6

Zone 7*

Total

Existing

103

89

21

171

136

29

0

549

Proposed

84

85

21

151

129

29

60

559

Net Change

-19

-4

0

-20

-7

0

60

10

ILLINOIS RIVER

SW. WATER ST.



PARKING STUDY MAY 2022

Camera locations for riverfront market



SAFETY AND SECURITY

Graphic of a light post and light with a stick figure family 
shown below.

Studies support 
green parks to 
reduce crime

Improved 
lighting

Security 
cameras

According to a systematic 

review of research on the 

relationship between violent 

crime and urban green 

space, the presence of 

parks and other green space 

reduces urban crime. 

Potential causes include the 

role of green spaces in 

social interaction and 

recreation, their ability to 

affect community 

perception, their role in 

biophilic stress reduction 

and climate modulation, and 

their ability to indicate 

community ownership.
-International Journal of Environmental 
Research and Public Health 

Contact with nature reduces 

precursors to crime like 

stress and aggression, 

making people feel happier 

and less inclined to engage 

in criminal acts.
-Can Parks Help Fight Crime?  NC State 
University

“
“



BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF PEORIA RIVERFRONT PARK

Image in grayscale of bird’s eye view of the Riverfront Park 
with quick statistics about the park shown in pink writing.

Resilient design to withstand seasonal 

flooding

18.5 acres green amenity space

4 miles of walking/running 

paths

+900 trees for cooling & air quality

Green infrastructure for improved water 

quality



PEORIA RIVERFRONT
COMMENTS & QUESTIONS?







PARKING | TOTAL ZONES 1, 2, 4, AND 5*

ZONES 1, 2, 4, AND 5 -

PROPOSED SPACES: 458

*Lot 3 (20 spaces) was excluded due to gated/employee lot



PARKING | ZONE 1 AND 2

ZONES 1 AND 2 - PROPOSED 
SPACES: 171



PARKING | ZONE 4

ZONES 4
SPACES: 158



PARKING | ZONE 5

ZONES 5 –
PROPOSED SPACES: 129


