
 

OUR WATER OUR WAY 



 

 
Peoria built its first sewers in the late 1800s to  
carry runoff away from homes, businesses and 
streets. When indoor plumbing arrived, property 
owners hooked in their sewage lines. By 1931, 
these combined sewers were connected to the 
Greater Peoria Sanitary District (GPSD) treatment 
plant, but were still able to overflow when sewage 
levels got too high.  
 
(Without this escape valve, raw sewage would 
back up into basements and streets. Newer  
neighborhoods avoid this problem by separating 
sewers for stormwater and sewage.)  

The orange dots on this map 
show where our sewers may 
overflow during wet weather.  
 
Due to improvements  
completed in the 1990s, 
some of these overflow pipes 
are inactive.  
 
During a typical rainfall, 
CSOs occur at an average of 
five locations.  

  

The Clean Water Act is the primary federal law in the United States governing water pollution. The federal mandate 
makes it unlawful to discharge pollutants from sewer systems into U.S. waters without a permit from the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). Peoria has long maintained this permit, but now the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) has ordered the City to develop a long-term control plan to get 
our CSOs as close to zero as possible. We’re committed to meeting our federal responsibilities. 

 



 

 

Green Infrastructure is a natural way to complement Peoria’s unique topography and soil composition. Instead of 
constructing expensive “gray” infrastructure — pipes, tanks or tunnels — we’re pursuing green solutions that  
prevent stormwater from entering combined sewers in the first place. 
 
Green infrastructure works because it works with and not against nature, is economical, beautifies public spaces, 
decreases pollution and improves air quality. 

 



 

 



 

 

Year 
Proposed CSO Rate 

Per CCF* 
Avg. Quarterly Customer  

Bill Increase (3 mo.)** 
Avg. Annual Customer 

Bill Increase 

2022 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

2023 $0.08 $1.38 $5.52 

2024 $0.15 $2.59 $10.35 

2025 $0.23 $3.97 $15.87 

2026 $0.30 $5.18 $20.70 


